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May 19, 2005 
 
 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 
SUBSEQUENT RESEARCH IMPLEMENTATION AGREEMENT TO 
BUILD A REGIONALLY CONSISTENT AND INTEGRATED  
FRESHWATER STREAM BIOASSESSMENT MONITORING PROGRAM  
ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS 
3 VOTES 
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD: 
 

Approve and instruct the Chair to sign the enclosed agreement between the 
County of Los Angeles acting on behalf of the Los Angeles County Flood Control 
District; other State and local public agencies; and the Southern California 
Coastal Water Research Project (SCCWRP), a joint powers agency, for the 
District to contribute $25,000 from funds available in the Fiscal Year 2004-05 
Flood Control District Fund for a two-year local streams bioassessment 
monitoring program. 

 
PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION
 
The County, on behalf of the Flood Control District, has been conducting bioassessment 
monitoring of local streams for the last two years as part of its current National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System municipal stormwater permit.  Although this biological 
method of judging stream health has been gaining popularity in Southern California in 
recent years, there has been no consistent protocol and no regional standard by which 
to compare the findings.  To address these shortcomings, the Southern California 
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Stormwater Monitoring Coalition and its participants from various counties, including the 
County of Los Angeles, established a goal in December 2002 of building a regionally 
consistent bioassessment monitoring program. 
 
The purpose of this project will be: 1) develop standardized methods of bioassessment 
sampling and analysis, 2) calibrate and validate a local standard to which results may 
be compared, and 3) design and implement an integrated and coordinated regional 
bioassessment monitoring program.  The total cost of the proposed project is $280,000.  
SCCWRP has agreed to manage the bioassessment monitoring program and to 
collaborate with the California Department of Fish and Game in the work.  The scope of 
the work to be performed is enclosed as Exhibit A to the agreement. 
 
Under the terms of the agreement, funding for the bioassessment monitoring program 
will be provided to SCCWRP and will be shared by the County ($25,000) and other 
participants in the agreement, namely: the County of Orange ($25,000), the 
San Bernardino County Flood Control District ($25,000), the Riverside County Flood 
Control and Water Conservation District ($25,000), the Ventura County Watershed 
Protection District ($25,000), and the County of San Diego ($7,500).  The Sanitation 
Districts of Los Angeles County and the State Water Resources Control Board will 
contribute $7,500 and $140,000, respectively, toward funding of the bioassessment 
monitoring program through separate agreements with SCCWRP.  
 
Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
 
This action meets the County Strategic Plan Goal of Organizational Effectiveness by 
allowing Public Works to participate in a collaborative effort to complete the monitoring 
program.  This action also meets the County Strategic Plan Goal of Fiscal Responsibility 
by allowing Public Works to manage resources in a more efficient manner through cost 
sharing with other agencies. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING
 
There will be no impact to the County's General Fund.  Execution of the agreement will 
result in a cash contribution of $25,000 to SCCWRP for the District’s share of the cost to 
fund the bioassessment monitoring program.  Funds for this contribution are available in 
the Fiscal Year 2004-05 Flood Control District Fund. 
 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
All parties are working on approving the agreement simultaneously.  The agreement 
has been reviewed and approved as to form by County Counsel. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION
 
Approval of the agreement is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) because it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity 
may have a significant effect on the environment in accordance with 
Section 15061(b)(3) of the State CEQA guidelines. 
 
CONTRACTING PROCESS
 
No contracting of services is required of the District. 
 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)
 
Approval of the agreement will have a beneficial impact on the District’s efforts to 
determine the biological health of local streams and will have no adverse impact on the 
current level of services provided by the District or by the County. 
 
CONCLUSION
 
Please return 3 copies of this letter and 20 approved originals of the agreement to 
Public Works.  Once all the parties have executed the agreement, we will send an 
original of all signature pages to the Executive Office to complete the adopted package. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
DONALD L. WOLFE 
Acting Director of Public Works 
 
FJ:ro 
C:\MyFiles\FJ\REGIONALLYCONSISTENTINTEGRATEDBRDLTR.doc/C697 

 
Enc. 
 
cc: Chief Administrative Office 
 County Counsel 
 






















































